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URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  CONSETT. 


Interim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Heal  tB.' for  the  Year 

1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Consett  Urban  District  Council 


Mr#  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


In  presenting  xHaat  is  probably  the  last  of  these 
interim  reports,  that  for  the  year  1944,  I am  pleased  to  record 
another  excellent  year  as  far  as  the  statistics  we  deal  v/ith  are 
concerned,  Nev/  low  records  are  reported  for  the  Zymotic  Deathrate, 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  and  the  Diphtheria  Mortality  figures. 

The  cessation  of  Civil  Defence  V/ork  in  June  1945^ 
and  novj  the  termination  of  hostilities  v/ill  permit  full 
concentration  on  the  ever  increasing  volume  of  Public  Health  Work. 

Consett  Urban  District  Council  have  always  been 
active  in  their  support  of  such  work  and  v/ill,  no  doubt,  play 
their  part  in  any  nev/  duties  that  may  be  placed  upon  them  for 
the  welfare  of  the  public. 

Let  us  turn  with  hope  to  our  part  in  building  a 
''Better  Britain",  not  only  in  terms  of  homes,  but  in  all  the 
moral  values  needed  in  human  relationships  and  thus  in  some 
measure  help  to  make  worth  while  the  sacrifices  of  the  last  six 
years . 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 


John  G,  Walker. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 

» Council  Offices, 

85  th . September,  1945  • ^ADGATE  . 


CONSETT  UiTBAIi  DISTRICT  COUNCIL » 


Inter ira  Report  ol  the  Medical  Officer  of  Realth 
endinp;  December  51st « 1944 . 


S-ummary  of  Greneral  & Vital  Statistics  = 


Area  in  Acres  9,840 
Population  (Census  1931)  38,046 
Population  (mid-year  1944)  35,050 
NuiTiiDor  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  rate  books  10,206 
Unreduced  Rateable  Value  £ 197,444 
Reduced  Rateable  Value  £ 158,767 
Sum  Represented  by  a Id.  Rate  £ 591 
Dirths  during  the  year  732 
B Ir  tjir  ate  20,8 
Deaths  during  the  year  434 
Crude  dcathrate  12 #0 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  43,0 
Tuberculosis  deathrate  0.79 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  deathrate  0,51 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  deathrate  0,28 
Zymotic  deathrate  Nil 


Special  ^ciu^e s_qf  _^ckne_s_s_ , 

T!;.iere  v/ere  no  special  causes  of  sickness  during  the  year  » 


Extracts  from 

Total 

Live 

(Legitimate 

695 

Birtlis 

( Illegitimate 

37 

Totals 

732 

Total  Live  Births  ' 

Legitimate  & Illegitimate, 

) 732 

Still 

(Legitimate 

30 

Births 

(Illegitimate 

1 

Total 

’31 

Deaths 

from  all  Causes 

434 

Deaths 

Causes 

from  Puerperal 

No.  29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 ) 

No.  30 

Other  Puerperal 

) 

Causes 

2 ) 

VL^eQ  Statistics  , 
'■‘  M.  ■■■  P. 


361 

334  ) 

Birthiuate  per  1,00  0 

16 

21  ) 

of  the  e s t ima  ted 

377 

355 

resident  population 

20,8 

11  19)  Rate  per  l,0e0  total 

_ ^ _ ll  (Live  Sc  Still)  births 

' 12  19  40,6 

223  211)  Deathrate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident 
population  12,0 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (Idve 
& Still)  Births  1,3 


Deathrate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  43,0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  46,0 

Illegitimate  " illegitimate  " *'  Nil 

DoEiths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  47 

" *'  Measles  Nil 

” ” Whooping  Gough  Nil 

" *'  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil 


Population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  (1944)  35,050 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Consett  Urban  District  1944 » 


Causes  of  Doath= 


Males  Femalon 


All  Causes 


1, 

2. 

O ft 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 

8o 

9o 
10  „ 
11  „ 
12. 
lo. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17  o 

18  . 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 
35  . 
36. 


Typhoid  and  para~typhoid  fevers 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Vi/ho opiny  Cough 

Diehtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  & Polio-encephalitis 
AcLite  Infantile  Encephalitis 
Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity) 


li 

II 

Uterus 

) 

tl 

II 

Stomach  & 

Duodenum 

1! 

II 

Breast 

?« 

tl 

all  other 

sites 

Diabetes 

Inter-cranial  vasular  lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  & Post-abortj.on  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Promature  Birth 

Conp;enital  Malformity,  Birth  Injuries  etc. 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


223  211 


8 10 

4 6 

5 2 


2 


12 

12 

3 

26 

54 

4 

12 

14 

3 

4 


4 

3 

5 
9 

4 
35 
51 

3 

4 
9 
4 
1 


2 3 

12  5 


- 2 

6 1 

31  39 


Dea ths  from  the  Principal  Infectious  Diseases., 

It  is  especially  pleasing  to  report  that  there  v/ere  no 
. doatns  from  measles,  \?hooping  cough,  diarrh  oea  (under  2 years), 
smallpox  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  fever  (enteric,  typhus  etc), 
in  your  district  during  1944,  A nil  Zynotlc  deathrabe  which  is 
a novj’  record. 


2. 


0.00 

0.21 


Z^^TTOotic  Deathrato  per  1,000  population 

" for  the  Administrative  County 

The  rate  is  nil.  The  rate  (0,\4)  last  year  was  one  of  the 
lowest  recorded. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate , 

There  were  32  deaths  of  infants  imder  one  year  of  aro 
compared  with  28  last  year,  which  yives  an  infant  mortality  rate 
of  43,7,  the  lowest  on  record.  This  improves  on  last  year's 
rate  (46.5),  which  was  the  lowest  recorded  to  that  time. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  Consott  Urban  District 
" ” ” Administrative  County 

" England  & Vifales 

” ” " 148  Towns  with  population 

25,000  to  50,000 


Clenoral  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area, 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department s- 

{ a ) Medi  cal  Dp f i cer  of  Heal  th , John  G-  ,Walker , M .R  , C . S , , L ,R  . G . , 

Do'^.u, 

Offices  and  duties  Vifholetime  Medical  Ofppoer  of  Health  for 
the  joint  areas  of  the  Consett  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural 
District  Coimcils  in  accordance  with  the  MemorandLim  on  the 
duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Officers  Order  1935, 

,(b)  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors-  P.  Stringfellow , ^ 

Certificate  of  R,S,I,  for  Sanitony  Inspectors, 

Certificate  of  R.S.I,  for  Meat  & Pood  Inspectors, 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

H,  V'/alton,  Certificate  of  S.I.B,  and  Meat  Certificate, 

W,  Telford,  ” " " " " " 

(d)  Shops  Inspector,  R,P.  Jopo , 

(e)  Clerical  Staff,  Clerk  - Miss  P,E, Barrow, 

Junior  Clerk  (temporary)  Miss  M,  Martin. 

(f)  Rodent  Officer,  W.  L.  Armstrong, 

(g)  Home  Visitors  (Scabies  etc)  Miss  P ,A .Pickering,  Miss  R.  Mawson 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area . 


Water  Supply 


43,7 

56.0 

46.0 

44.0 


There  was  an  ample  supply  of  water  from  the  services  under 
control  of  the  Durham  County  Water  ^^oard  with  the  exception  of 
tv/o  areas  in  the  higher  levels  of  the  di- strict  at  Medomsloy  and 
Iveston,  H.ore  there  is  only  an  intermittent  sup^'dy.  The 
Board  is  aware  of  the  position  and  as  soon  as  the  required  material 
is  available,  the  necessary  pressures  vjill  be  provided. 

Tv/o  samples  ¥/ere  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination 
with  the  following  results s- 
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Bacteriologically  this  Is  a satisfactory  sa.n:ple  of  v/ator. 


Frcsimiptive  Coliform  Count . 

Probable  nurnbor  of'Coiiform  Bacilli  present  per 
100  ml.  of  vfater  - Nil 

No . 2 . Exactly  as  No,  1. 

A sample  taken  from  a private  supply  to  throe  cotta  'Gs  at 
Kainstcrley  Estate  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  unfit  for 
drinkinr^’  purposes.  The  ov/ner  has  agreed  to  ;provide  a public 
water  supoly  as  labour  and  materials  become  available. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

The  various  disposal  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily. 
Some  lengths  of  sower  in  the  Gonsett  and  Medomsley  area  were  relaid 
at  various  points  in  order  to  prevent  flooding.  Ten  houses  in  the 
Ebchestor  area  formerly  discharging  to  cesspools  etc.  v/ere  connected 
up  to  the  public  servers. 

Closet  Accommodation . 

Apart  from  additional  v/atcr  closets  provided  in  connection 
with  now  erections  there  was  little  alteration  as  compared  with  the 
pre-war  figures.  Only  5 ash  closets  were  converted  to  v;ater  closets. 
The  approximate  number  and  various  types  of  receptacle  in  use  are  as 
follo\;s;- 

Water  Closets  9,875 

Ash  closets  602 

Ashpit  Privies  492 


Public  Cleansing . 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  control  of  th.e  wSurvoyor, 

I'o  alterations  in  method  ha  ve  been  made  during  the  year  and 
complaints  are  rarely  received.  Considerable  time  has  been 
devoted  to  salvage  Y/ork  a nd  figures  of  tonnage  etc.  for  the  various 
materials  collected  have  compared  quite  favourably  with  other  parts 
of  the  County. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area . 


The  follov/lng  tablt^.  sets  out  details  of  v/ork  done  under 
various  headings  during  1944?'- 


Informal 

Notices 

Porma.l 

Notices 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice 

Dv/elling)  Poul  Conditions 

6 

6 

hoiises  ) Structural  Defects 

247 

9 

138 

) Overcrowding 

11 

7 

Cov/sheds 

8 

8 

Slaug  liter  ho  uses 

2 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privios 

42 

40 

Deposits  of  Refuse  or  Manure 

2 

2 

Water  Closets 

13 

1 

11 

Drainage  Faults 

67 

1 

64 

Water  Supply 

5 

4 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

4 

4 

Totals 

409 

11 

288 

4. 


i 


i 


I - 


/ 


I 


I » 


I 


/ 


Procr-utions  af.",airist  Infectious  PisogsGs . 

Houses  visited  followin.r^;  infectious  disease 
raid  disinfectants  etc.  supplied  58 

Lots  of  infectious  bedding  stoved  or 
destroyed  1 

Schools  disinfectod  Hil 

Factories  Aot  1937 . 

During  the  year  a total  of  fiftysoven  inspections  \iero  made 
of  factories  in  various  parts  of  the  area. 

Shops  Act  1954, 

Sixty  visits  vjore  made  to  shops  and  in  4 cases  defects 
needing  attention  ¥/ore  remedieds- 

Blockod  drainage  to  W.C,  1 

Drainage  reconstructed  and  chamber  provided  1 

Water  closet  compartments  reb'uilt  2 


Schools, 


No  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

Housing , 

The  demand  for  houses  is  very  great  and  considerable  time 
is  spent  in  interviewing  people  who  have  no  separate  housing 
accommodation.  The  closing  or  demolition  of  houses  has  been 
avoided  so  far  as  possible,  except  in  extreme  cases  where  the 
conditions  are  so  bad  that  some  action  is  cssontio.1  in  the 
interests  of  the  occupiers.  Unfortunately,  the  repair  of 
properties  remains  a very  difficult  problem  on  account  of  the 
shortage  of  labour  and  material. 

Unfit  Houses, 


Nuriibor  of  separate  tenements  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  wore  made  1 

Humber  of  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich 

Demolition  orders  were  made  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  lYhich  the  ov/ners  have  given 
undertakings  not  to  use  the  houses 

for  human  habitation  Nil 

Humber  of  houses  actually  demolished  34 

Hui'ber  of  soparate  tenements  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

The  34  houses  demolished  v/ere  properties  dealt  vdth  pro-virar 
as  ''Individually  Unfit"  or  included  in  Clearance  Areas,  There 


remain  48  houses  yet  to  be  cleared,  the  great  majority  being  in 
ruinous  condition* 

Over  or  owding , 

From  inspections  made  in  various  parts  of  the  area  it  is 
clear  that  many  houses  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  are  occupied 
by  members  of  more  than  one  family.  Seven  actual  cases  of 
overcrov'/ding  were  abated  as  follov/s:- 


„5** 


By  romoval  to  houses  coiotrollcd  by  Housing  Association  3 

” ” the  Council  1 

” privately  1 

By  reduction  of  family  2 


Milk  Supply. 

Belov/  are  sot  out  particulars  of  registration  and  lie  one  os 
issued  under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Order  1926  ,and  the  Milk  Designation 
Orde  r 1936 . 


Cowke.epers 

56 

Farms  registered  as  Dairies 

56 

Other  Registered  dairies 

26 

Wholesale  Producers  only 

19 

Retail  Purveyors  in  the  area 
Retail  Purveyors  from  other 

63 

areas 

14 

Producers  of  Accredited  Milk 
Producers  of  Tuberculin 

20 

Tested  Milk 

2 

Altogether,  197  visits  v/oro  made  jbo  premises  concerned  with 
the  production  and  distribution  of  milk.  Two  producers  were 
licensed  during  the  year  to  sell  ’’Accredited"  milk  and  one  producer 
attained  the  "Tuberculin  Tested"  standard,  A new  byre  vms 
erected  at  Todd  Hills  Farm,  Moor side,  together  with  a dairy, 
sterilizing  plant  etc.,  and  the  public  v/ater  was  provided  to 
replace  an  unsatisfactory  local  supply.  A new  dairy  was  built 
at  Rock  Cottage,  iveston,  to;  replace  a defective  v/ooden  erection 
formerly  in  use.  In  February,  monthly  sampling  of  milk  was  put 
into  operation  in  the  area  under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and 
Advisory  Scheme.  Samples  are  taken  from  all  retail  purveyors  in 
the  area  and  similarly  from  v/holesalers  at  the  r©ccption  depots. 

Wc  co-operated  with  the  Sampling  Officer  in  our  own  area  from  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  and  until  the  Officer  became  familiar  with 
the  various  points  to  bo  visited. 

Moat  and  other  Foods . 

The  tv/o  slaughter  houses  under  Government  Control  continued 
to  operate  during  the  year  for  the  provision  of  home  killed  meat 
for  distribution  in  the  Consett  Urban  and  Lanchostcr  Rural  areas. 
Details  of  the  various  animals  slaughtered  arc  as  followc.s- 


Bulls 

60 

Bullocks 

385 

Cows 

555 

Heifers 

927 

Calves 

622 

Pigs 

60 

Sheep 

7.207 

Total  9,816 


In  addition,  395  animals  wore  brought  in  for  slaughter  as 
casualties,  including  15  cows  directed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agricultixre  *s  Veterinary  Officers  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938: 
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Bulls 

9 

Bullocks 

22 

Cows 

157 

Heifers 

29 

Calves 

37 

Pigs 

35 

Sheep 

106 

Total  395 


The  attached  printed  sheet  gives  particulars  of  animal  carcases 
and.  organs  found  to  be  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human 
con  suiflpt  ion. 

Imported  Me  at . Following  is  a list  of  imported  meat  distributed  to 
the  trade  during  the  year:- 


Quarters  of  Beef 

3,548 

Sheep  & Lambs 

19,596 

Mutton  Legs  (Pairs) 

673 

Cases  Pork  Loins 

2,193 

Bags  Boneless  Pork 

1,378 

Hog  Sides 

1,087 

Pork  Cuts 

1,247 

Veal  Sides 

354 

58S  lbs .frozen  mutton  was  found  to  be  unsound  and 
unmarketable  on  account  of  black  spot  mould. 

Private  Slaughtering.  58  pigs  were  examined  in  various  parts  of 
the  area  following  slaughter  on  behalf  of  private  individuals c 

Other  Foods.  Fish, fruit,  vegetables  and  provisions  etc,  found  to  be 
unsound  at  retail  shops  and  other  depots s« 

Tinned  Goods.  Various  Foods, 


234 

tins 

Meat 

337  Fishcakes 

126 

II 

Fish 

133  Eggs 

111 

II 

Vegetable  s 

44  lbs.  Sausage 

88  • 

84 

58 

II 

II 

11 

Milk 

Apricot  Pulp 

Jam 

25  ” Biscuits 

21 

4 

II 

II 

Soup 

Fruit 

Bottled  Goods . 

2 

Fish 

ff 

% 

Chocolate 

55  Bottles  Horse  Radish  Sauce 
20  Jars  Jam 

8 " Pickles 

6-|-  stones  \Vhi tings 
2 *’  Haddocks 


Food  & Drugs  Act  1958 . 

During  the  year  163  inspections  were  made  of  premises  v/here 
foodstuffs  are  prepared  and  Viiiich  are  registered  under  the  above 
Act.  In  a number  of  cases  defects  were  remedied  following  verbal 
notice . 
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Total  Carcases,  etc.,  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  1944 
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Tuberculosis  

Johnes  Disease  

Actinomycosis  

Pericarditis  (Septic)  

Pyaemia  

Pneumonia  

Pleurisy  & Peritonitis  

Cirrhosis  

j Swine  Erysipelas  i 

i Mastitis  

1 

Septic  Conditions  

C.  Haemangioma  

j Oedema  and/or 

1 Emaciation  

Parasites  

Dead,  Moribund,  Imperfect 

Bleeding,  Congestion 
etc 

Immaturity  

Decomposition  

Traumatism  

Melanosis  

TOTALS  
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 


Under  the  InTestatlon  Order  1943  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Issued 
directions  in  March  1944  asking  the  Council  to  proceed  to  remedy- 
infestation  by  rats  in  sev/ers,  drains  and  culverts  administered  by 
the  Council.  Any  Sewage  Disposal  Works  connected  v/ith  sewers,  drains 
or  culverts  and  administered  by  the  Council  to  be  simultaneously 
treated  for  the  destruction  of  rats 

A detailed  survey  of  all  manholes  in  the  area  was  made  and 
plans  prepared  shov/ing  the  position  and  depth  of  each  manhole*  In 
May  the  sev/er  campaign  v/as  started.  The  v/hole  area  v;as  dealt  with, 
including  the  four  Sev/age  Disposal  Works.  At  the  first  treatment 
sausage  rusk  v/as  used  as  a prebait  and  zinc  phosphide  as  a poison. 
After  an  interval  of  about  a month  a second  treatment  was  carried 
out,  this  time  with  bread  mash  as  prebait  and  barium  carbonate  as 
the  poison.  Judging  from  the  amount  of  poison  baits  taken,  the 
results  appeared  to  be  highly  successful. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases . 

There  v/ere  484  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  (other 
than  tuberculosis)  compared  v/ith  543  in  1943.  Measles  and  whooping 
cough  were  again  prevalent  arid  accounted  for  371  cases  of  the  484. 
Compared  v/ith  the  total  of  1,586  notifications  in  1940,  we  can  be 
satisfied  with  such  lov/  returns  in  the  sixth  year  of  war.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number'  of  cases  notified  and  the  numbers 
admitted  either  to  Isolation  hospitals  or  already  in  an  institutions- 


Disease . 

NiAber 

of 

Notifications 

Number 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  P’ever 

15 

11 

Di'-'litheria 

33 

33 

Erysipelas 

15 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Pneumonia 

48 

3 

Measles 

306 

'i'/hooping  Cough 

65 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

1 

1 

Totals  484  50 


Uon-civlllan  cases  are  not  included  in  these  figures. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  was  a decline  in  cases  compared  with  1943, 

15  cases  against  62,  The  type  of  disease  was  mild  and  generally 
free  from  complications.  There  were  no  deaths.  About  25^  of  the 
cases  v/ere  successfully  treated  at  horae  v/ith  no  ill  effects  and 
’'rct'jrn”  cases  were  absent. 

Diphtheria , There  were  33  cases  notified  during  1944,  6 of  which 
were  non-residents.  Of  the  27  residents  contracting  this  disGo.se-- 

3 v/ere  over  15  years  of  age 

20  ” ”5  and  under  15  years  of  age 

4 ” under  5 years  of  age 

In  the  5-15  group  3 were  immunised  17  were  non-imraunised 
” ” under  5 " 1 was  " 3 ” " ” 
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There  v/ere  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1944,  which 
estahlishes  another  record  for  your  district.  The  follovrlng 
table  gives  the  cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  annually 
since  1927  in  the  area  nov/  constituting  Consett  Urban  District. 
Figures  for  the  years  prior  to  1937  are  composite  figures  based 
on  those  of  the  separate  areas  as  far  as  records  permit 


Year 

Cases  Notified 
(Resident  population) 

Deaths 

1927 

95 

9 

1928 

129 

11 

1929 

140 

6 

1930 

141 

5 

1931 

49 

2 

1932 

60 

2 

1933 

183 

11 

.1934 

234 

16 

1935 

150 

15 

1936 

164 

16 

1937 

180 

15 

1938 

154 

14 

1939 

73 

11 

- 1940 

10 

3 

1941 

10 

1 

1942 

13 

2 

1943 

22 

2 

1944 

27 

0 

Diphthe3:^ia  'Immunisation  Campaign.  The  results  of  the  measures 
taken  have’ been  satisfactory.  The  adjusted  figures  at  the  end  of 
1944  xierei- 

Children  under  B years  receiving  2 doses  of  A.P.T.  - 46^ 

• " 3 - 15  " " " " " " - 76.7% 

that  is  66,5/0  of  all  children  under  15  years  of  age  in  your  area. 


Scabies  . The  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  first  commenced  in 
June  1942  and  some  difficulties  were  experienced.  It  is  now 
accepted  without  question  as  part  of  the  normal  public  health  service, 
and  little  or  no  opposition  is  met  with  from  those  concerned.  There 
were  475  cases,  involving  169  families  dealt  vlth  during  1944,  a 
slight  increase  on  the  figures  for  1943,  There  xi&re  47  cases  of 
reinfestation  among  these  cases  and  1,042  visits  v/ere  made  to  the 
families  concerned. 


Tubercvilosis . The  number  of  new  notifications  during  1944  was  77, 
The *  *position  is  shovn  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the 
^ notifications  etc,  since  1938 
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Year 

Total 

Notif- 

icat- 

ions 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Recovered 

Removed 

from 

Area 

1938 

49 

23 

26 

27 

13 

6 

1939 

49 

35 

14 

23 

4 

1940 

39 

25 

14 

13 

10 

6 

1941 

39 

26 

13 

18 

10 

7 

1942 

39 

17 

22 

12 

4 

7 

1943 

43 

31 

12 

24 

3 

8 

1944 

77 

45 

32 

18 

5 

4 

Totals 

335 

202 

133 

135 

45 

42 

The  state  of  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1938  v/as  99 
puliTionary  and  85  non-pulmonary  cases,  at  the  end  of  1944  the 
corresponding  figures  were  161  and  138. 

The  housing  of  tubercular  families  has  received  considerable 
attention  in  your  district  for  many  years,  and  whilst  war  conditions 
have  slov/ed  up  the  process  of  rehousing,  owing  to  the  cessation  of 
building,  a number  of  families  in  bad  circumstances  have  been  dealt 
vrith  and  the  Housing  Department  provided  with  a list  of  suitable 
cases  for  rehousing  as  circumstances  permit.  Six  families  v/ere  so 
dealt  v/ith  in  1944, 


Hea.lth  Education.  The  Journal  ''Better  Health"  together  ’with  a local 
inset  was  circulated  during  the  year  to  Youth  Movements,  Schools  etc,, 
throughout  the  district  with  useful  results  judging  by  appreciations 
received.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  addressed  various  meetings 
on  health  topics  as  occasion  warranted,  particular  attention  being 
paid  to  the  subject  of  Venereal  Diseases. 
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